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The RISC score for this watch is -0.27, 
down 0.9 from last week. This is due to 
very little news this week, which has 
brought the score down.

This week, on the geopolitical front, U.S. Space Force Combat Forces Command push space 
surveillance, secure satellite communications and counterspace defense to the forefront of U.S.-
Australian military planning in the Indo-Pacific, as growing Chinese and Russian capabilities 
increase the risk of satellites being tracked, jammed or attacked during a conflict. On the regulation 
side, an article highlights how the EU is developing rules and frameworks to regulate the use of 
space. On the market front, ESA’s General Support Technology Programme (GSTP) is working on a 
series of cybersecurity themed activities. On the threat side, Norwegian authorities have arrested 
a Chinese woman accused of operating a covert satellite data interception network inside the 
Arctic Circle, in a case that is already raising fresh concerns about foreign espionage targeting Europe’s 
rapidly expanding space infrastructure. According to Norway’s domestic intelligence service, the Police 
Security Service (PST), the suspect was detained on May 7, 2026, during coordinated raids linked to an 
alleged operation involving unauthorized interception of satellite communications near one of Europe’s 
most strategically important space facilities. In the technology category, Mark Montgomery, Senior 
Director and Senior Fellow, at the FDD’s Center on Cyber and Technology Innovation expresses his 
opinion, in a hearing, about modernizing U.S. DHS’s role for the communications and IT sectors. 
Lastly, in the training section, Aerospace Corporation UK is seeking industry insight into the design, 
development, and potential procurement of an on-orbit space testbed intended to support 
realistic experimentation, training, and validation of defensive cyber operations in the space 
environment.
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GEOPOLITICS 

U.S. Space Force expands Australia satellite surveillance network against Chinese anti-satellite 
threats
U.S. Space Force Combat Forces Command has used Lt. Gen. Gregory Gagnon’s visit to Australia to push space 
surveillance, secure satellite communications and counterspace defense to the forefront of allied military planning in the 
Indo-Pacific, as growing Chinese and Russian capabilities increase the risk of satellites being tracked, jammed or attacked 
during a conflict. The announcement, published on May 1, 2026, by Combat Forces Command Public Affairs, highlights 
how U.S. and Australian forces are preparing to preserve battlefield coordination, missile warning and long-range 
targeting even in a contested space environment. #Coordination #US
Source: Army Recognition

Brussels shoots to become the new sheriff in space
Seeking to boost Europe’s space industry and help it catch up with the United States and China, the European Union is 
developing rules to prevent more junk from clogging Earth’s orbit, safeguard satellites from hackers and create a traffic 
control system for space. The proposed EU Space Act is an attempt to craft the world’s first chapters of space law that 
would set some guardrails around a revolution taking place in outer space — its rapid commercialization.
#EUFrameworks #SpaceLaws

Source: Courthouse News Service

REGULATION

Strengthening space cybersecurity through ESA’s GSTP
To support cybersecurity in space, ESA’s General Support Technology Programme (GSTP) is working on a series of 
cybersecurity themed activities. To begin, earlier in 2026 GSTP published the (Cyber)Security Products for Space Systems 
Protection 2026-2028 document – a list of (cyber)security products that have been identified for accelerated development, 
complementing the GSTP Compendia 2026-28 for Cybersecurity. #ESAGSTP #ProductDevelopment
Source: ESA
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Chinese woman arrested in Norway over alleged secret Arctic satellite spy operation
Norwegian authorities have arrested a Chinese woman accused of operating a covert satellite data interception network 
inside the Arctic Circle, in a case that is already raising fresh concerns about foreign espionage targeting Europe’s rapidly 
expanding space infrastructure. According to Norway’s domestic intelligence service, the Police Security Service (PST), the 
suspect was detained on May 7, 2026, during coordinated raids linked to an alleged operation involving unauthorized 
interception of satellite communications near one of Europe’s most strategically important space facilities.
#China #ForeignEspionage
Sources: TFI Global News, NRK

TECHNOLOGY

Data centers, telecommunications networks, and space-based systems: Modernizing DHS’s role for 
the communications and IT sectors
Hearing of Mark Montgomery, Senior Director and Senior Fellow, FDD’s Center on Cyber and Technology Innovation. 
#USCongress #CriticalInfrastructure

Source: FDD
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Aerospace invites industry to help shape a next generation space testbed 
The Aerospace Corporation UK Ltd. is seeking industry insight into the design, development, and potential procurement of 
an on-orbit space testbed intended to support realistic experimentation, training, and validation of defensive cyber 
operations in the space environment. #AerospaceCorporationUK #IndustryInsights

Source: Aerospace

CyberInflight is a Market Intelligence company dedicated to the topic of Space Cybersecurity. The company 
provides strategic market and research reports, bespoke consulting, market watch & OSINT researches and 

cybersecurity awareness training.
Contact us at: research@cyberinflight.com 
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